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+. Cetween the appraximate hours of 09452 and 1005Z, 17 February 1953, an 
unidentified Slying object was observed in the general area of Willow, Alas«a 
(GEOREF 2 98 5545). The object, which avpearei to be a red lisht, was sichted 
from a C-4,7 aircraft (AF 1042) by two rated pilots, 

2. investigation has revealed no aircraft or weather balloons kmown to be in 
the ares at that time, and identification has not been possible, 
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OF : INCIDENT NO, 7=On Eee dtiedsdatenst © 13:30 p mt . 
~~ pilet and an instructor in a CAT over Temagain Arm—a re 
near Anchorage, Alaska—saw a red light that they judged to be 
et aircraft, five miles away. But as they wan rod it, it gor 
ager and brichter, as if headed toward them. Unrate to oer 
any Brecrs It; "eter diel, ter | I 1 ghee 3 
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| Following is an account derived from an interview with Major Joesph ¢. wemon, 

AQ 813 531% | 

| —) ) , — Aw 17 2tiatoan he M | 
: At apvroximately 2350 (AST) 16 Feb 1953 a Coy? , AY 1Ch2, piloted by F jor 

Joesph 3. Lemon, AQ 313 551, and carrying Cantain Eugene S.. Uramer, AV cio 24/, 


ag instructor-oilot, was east of Fire island and Soutn of Anchorags over tae mowtn 
| | of Trmagain Arm, (GEOREP Position BLqB 5510) flying on an approximate heading of 

northeast. At that time an object, described as a round red light approximately 

the sise of a wing navigation light of an aireraft approxim:tely five niles distant, 
was observed at a tem o'clock position from the C-47. The C-47 was flying at 2000 
faet and the light was estim=tead to be at 1000 fest. The light was below the 
horizon at this point. The object was estimated to be west of fire Island end pro- 
eeeding on the same course as the C-47 at tne cruising spesu oF a l8t, 3stinmated | 
to be 300 kmots. When it was realized that the red Liznt, wiicn is normally on the 


© ee 


Left wing of an aircraft, was aprearently on tne riszht wing, Captain Oramer contacted 
cy radio, the Elmendorf tower and the nesrest radar station in an effort to identity 


| the object as a jet aircrart. Both the tower and the radar station reported no 
jets airborne and the radar station was umadle to pick up a flying ooject in tae area. | 


The object continued on a straight course for the willow area, slowly climcing 
to approximately 2000 feet ~*d increasing to twice its original size and intensity. 
Mm reaching the above point tha object seemed to stop and Rang suspended in mid-air, 
maintaining that suspende! position for approximately five minutes. It was above the 
horizon at thst point. 
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The C-47 approached ¥imendorf and entered the traffic pattern at 1500 feat on : 

che upwind leg for runway %50, continued on arcund the trarfic pattern onto the 
_ 2inal approach then broke treffie and climbed out again in order to more closely 

soserve the object. After t+, C-~47 had taken up a beading of 330° magnetic the 
object was directly ahead of it. At this time the light appeared to continue on a 
northerly course and, gredtially diminishing in size and intensity, disarreared. 
The C-47 circled the area north of Elmendorf for several minutes out-no further 
sightings were made, After the cbject had disappeared a C-124 arriving at Elmendor 
from Ladd AFB was observed by the C-47 pilots at approximetely the same point at 
| whieh the object disappeared, 
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The duration of the sighting was approximately 15 minutes under CATJ weather 
conditions. Aurora Borealis illuminated the sky behind the object. The only 


description of the object was that it was a round, red light, re-onbling the | 
running lights of an aircraft. However, the share was not rleariy ascertainable 
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| Following is an account cerived from an interview with Captain Eugene S. Uramer, 
- AQ 816 247: 


On 15 Fad 1953, at approximately 2345 hours (AST), a C-47, AY 1042, piloted by 
Major Joesph H, Lemon, AO 313 531, and carrying as instructor—pilot Captain Eugene S. 
Cramer, AO 316 247, was proceeding on an approach heading of 010 degrees magnetic 
toward Elmendorf? Adr Porce Base. At this time, when in a position aporoximately 
ten (10) miles east of Fire Island over Turnagain arm (GECREF Position BLap 55105) 

vod appreaching at a speed of 120 ‘mots, Captain Cramer observed a dicht ina ‘en 
o'aloeck position to the C-47. + this time the liznt anpveared to be stationary and 
was alterneting in color from red to blue-green, Believing it to be a celestial 

: cody or an aircraft at some distance, Captain Cramer did not mention nis coservation 
to Major Lemon until they had proceeded approximately ten miles furtaer on the i> 
sourse, At this time the Lizht began to move in a southwesterly direction, ana 
Captain Cremer estimated its speed and altitude as being apuroximatealy 350 mots per 
hour at 1000 feet and its original position as bein~ in the vicinity between biz 

| Lake and Willow. Inasmuch 18 the light now apreared as a constant red color and 
vas about the size of a rumning Light of an aircraft when seen from tais estimated 
distance, Cavtain Cramer then believed it to te a jet aircraft. ‘iowever, as trsy 
continued on sourse, the object reversed its flight in the vicinity of Gaus? 
Position BLGB 3030 and returned at aporoximately the same sceed and alti*uce to its 
original position. This manauver was accomplished at least once and possioly twice. 
Sue to the facé that the lists remained red when traveling northeast in apvroximately 
the same direction as the ©-./ rather than appearing grean a3 would the rigit minning 
light of an aircraft, Captsta Oramer contacted the Elmendorf tower as to whether any 
jets: were airborne in the vicinity or whether the tower had also sighted the object, 
The tower answered in the negative to coth questions. After requesting jet iater- 
ception of the object ard swing advised that no aircra‘t wers availaols for the 

,/ mission, Captain Cramer and “ajor Lemon received permission to fly a course toward 

| the object, which then apreared to be over Wasilla, Taking up a beading of 345 

| degrees magnetic and a speed ~f 150 knots, they broke ont of the trarfic pattern and 
| flew:teward ths object. As they continued over Anik Arm on this course, the Light 

| remained stationary and began to increase in either size or brilliance until it 

: seemed to be about three times its original proportion and appeared to ce the reddish 
| 
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orange color of molton iron, As the C-47 reached the approximate GEQGFEP Position 
CLAB’ 1530, at about 0005 hours, 17 Feb 1953, the object began to move again, this 
time on a heading of between 270 and 290 degrees magnetic at an estimated altitude of 
2500 feet, and at an umknown speed. It gradually assumed a bright red color and 

| began to diminish in size until it disappeared about 45 seconds later. 

| x. 

: After circling for several minutes and making nd more observations of the 
object, the C-47 retarned to Elmendorf Air Force Base and landed, 


From the ~ime the light was first observed until it bevan to inecrsase in size or 
5 a ince the iizght appeared *> have the haif-oval shape characteristic of obstruction 
_igats. As it grew in size or brilliance it assumed a comnlete oval share. Yo smmd 
as heard nom were any smoxe or vapor trails chserved,. 
wv 


The duration of the sizhting was avoroximte 
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COMMENTS OF FREPARING GPPICER: 


It is believed that the sources of this information are vary reliable. Foth | 
officers appeared to te stable and intelligent; -e both should be well qualified, 
rom a@ mumber of years flying experisnce, to acc tely observe and record their 
observations. Neither had any preconceived intkione concerning unidentified flying 

objects, and seemed to be complately sdviective in relating their observations. 


All possibilities as to the source of this lizht have been examined with no 
identification being made. Apparent descrepencies between tne statements of the two 
officers may be attributed to the fact that the lizht was initially observed by Mator 
Lemon approximately five minutes after being first Piabiniabey by Captain Cramer, and 
that the officers were engazed in cringing their sircraft into ilmendor? for a 
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